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of affairs was all against the honest trader. Those who
quoted for fine Para rubber were told that though the
quality received was all right, the price was much higher
than that of others who no doubt quoted for an inferior
brand of rubber. In the case of the Government Depart-
ments the best rubber was really required, and if goods
passed muster which were not of this standard the cause
must be attributed either to supineness on the part of
officials or to the inadequacy of the chemical tests adopted.
With regard to some, at any rate, of the goods required by
railway companies and others, it is clear that all Para
rubber is not required, and that there is no intention
of paying for it. Under these circumstances it is strange
to find it specified for, and it can only be attributed to the
ignorance or slackness of those responsible for the drafting
of the specification forms. Indeed, the author was told
by one official that he had inserted it because he had seen
it elsewhere, and thought it looked well. Leaving out of
account altogether the rather complicated question as to
whether the best Para is necessary for railway mechanical
goods, there can be no question as to the desirability of the
purchaser insisting upon his specified requirements. If
Para rubber is specified, let him see that he gets it; and if,
on the other hand, he is not really particular as to quality,
looking with a lenient.eye upon palpable defects provided
the price is low enough, it would be far better to have the
reference to Para rubber deleted. This would make it
plaitier sailing for the manufacturer, who otherwise stands
OB the horns of a dilemma. By not using Para rubber he
IB neglecting express injunctions, while on the other hand he
knows, with absolute certainty, as the heritage-of experience,